September 2011 Elementary Newsletter

By Mary Yilk

Mission Statement:

Committed to actions that promote progressive opportunities, advanced achievement, genuine respect, and personal integrity through active community partnerships.

Goal: All Students Pre-K through 12 will have increased opportunities to utilize expressive literacy through communication in meaningful context.  

 We Are Glad You Are Here!

We at the Doniphan-Trumbull Elementary are glad that you are at our school. We work very hard to make the learning environment better every year. The entire staff works to make this school an exciting and fun place that educationally challenges every student. You are important to us and appreciate all your feedback and positive communication throughout the year.

Cafeteria Manager:

Erin Gastman is the new cafeteria manager. We welcome her professionalism, knowledge, and passion for her work. Sarah Polt is the new head cook. Sarah Polt and her team of cooks have produced lunches that have made many students excited about eating lunch. Please make sure to introduce yourself to these two great ladies.

Home Grown Produce:

Erin has asked the community if they had extra food from the garden to bring it to the school for the lunch program. The food may not be cut or cooked, the regulations make it that the food must be out of the garden to the school.



Thanks to these local produce growers:

Cucumbers:

Wendy & Bev Toben

Tom & Angie Rowe & Family

Rusty & Jennifer Lewis & Family

Tomatoes:

Andrew & Brenda Critel & Family

If you have extra produce that you would like to donate, please send to school. Erin wants you to let us know who you are so we can thank you through the newsletter.

K-3 Salad Bar Option:
The K-3 salad bar table has not arrived as of yet. Many students are excited to have this option. Erin indicated that the table should be arriving shortly. 
Lunch/Breakfast Money:
Please send the lunch/breakfast money in an envelope marked with the family name. You may send the payment to the elementary office and we will get it to the food service   All accounts must be in the positive balance. Students will be permitted to eat a hot lunch as long as there is a positive balance.  Parents will be notified when payments are due. NO charging will be allowed. The food service program does not have the funds to carry negative balances. 

If you find it difficult to keep the account in the positive, your child may bring a sack lunch from home. 

REMINDER: IF YOU SEND A SACK LUNCH FROM HOME: CANDY, SODA OR NON- NUTRITIONAL FOODS ARE NOT ALLOWED. THIS IS A FEDERAL REGULATION THAT THE SCHOOL MUST COMPLY. 
Illness At School:

If a student becomes ill at school, she/he should make this fact known to the classroom teacher.  Action will be taken to accommodate the student’s needs. Please understand that there is not a place for ill children at the school site. When a child becomes ill at school, parents are contacted so that they can make arrangements outside of the school setting for their ill child. Please make sure to have a back up plan for someone to pick up your child if you cannot leave work. In case of a fever of 100 degrees or above or the child is vomiting, the child cannot be at school. Temperature must be normal 24 hours before returning to school.   
Monthly Early Dismissals:
Once a month on a Wednesday, our district will release students at 1:30 in order for staff to have in-service training, work on curriculum, accreditation and state standards. This year our school will host an educational team that will visit our school in March to validate all of our work. We are excited to have these professionals to visit our school. Please check your yearly calendar and note the dates of the early dismissals. Thanks

Elementary Yearbook: 

The elementary yearbook for 2010-2011 will be delivered around November. Taren Baxter is currently making the finishing touches and will send in to be printed soon.
Entrance To The Elementary:
Morning Arrivals:

Students may enter the school building in the west gym doors or this year may walk down the alley way and come in the playground door. We continue to develop the safest possible way for your child to arrive at school.

Please make sure your child does not walk on the street, in between cars, or in the ditches. Have children walk on sidewalks only. Please do not let students out on the wrong side of the street and cross either in front or back of your car. It is a threat that a child might be hit by an oncoming car. Please, think of safety first.

Elementary Office Door:

The elementary door entrance is door #3. The door is locked after students enter the building. There is a silver button to push that is on the brick wall (look to the left). The office is manned from 8:00-4:00 to unlock the door. After four o’clock, the buzzer cannot be heard if someone is not in the office area.

Student of the Week 

Classroom teachers decide how each student in their room will be nominated for Student of the Week. Each student during the school year will be recognized for the positive influence they play at the elementary.

Change of after school plans:

Please have a dated written note if changes are going to occur in the daily routine of your child. A call at the end of the school day may get missed due to all the demands. Please make sure that you discuss with your child about the change the night before and send a note to school. Thanks for your cooperation.

TEAM Events
TEAM is an active parent group that meets monthly and organizes monthly family events. TEAM is an acronym for Together Everyone Achieves More. Every parent in our school community is automatically a member of TEAM. WELCOME!!:) Please feel free to attend the planning of TEAM events. All meetings are held in the elementary workroom/lounge.  YOU AND YOUR IDEAS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE BECOME AN ACTIVE MEMBER

TEAM’s purpose:

· Promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school and community

· To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently in the education of children and youth.

· To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, and social education.

· Purposes of TEAM are promoted through educational programs directed toward parents, teachers, and the general public. They are developed through conferences, committees, projects, and programs.

· TEAM is organized exclusively for contributing and creating a family tie to the schools for educational purposes.

2011-2012 Officers:
President

Melanie Smith
Vice President

Kelly Nelson

Treasurer

Jaime Jensen

Secretary

Tracy Happold

Purchasing Agent
Steph Roach

Back to School Night Social:

Thanks to TEAM for the elementary social before the start of school. We had many popsicles left over and were able to serve students another popsicle last Friday. The students walked over to the outdoor classroom for the treat. 

TEAM Summer Purchases:
TEAM invested in 10 new digital cameras and accessories for elementary classrooms. The feedback from parents about the great pictures that are sent home, on the website, or classroom use has been so positive. 

Another purchase was a Volleyball net for the outside playground area. This will be put up after the PE classes are not using the green grass for their class. 

New tetherballs and ropes were purchased also. Thanks TEAM for raising funds to make the elementary a better place.
BOX Tops:
Please cut out the tiny square that says Box Tops on your food boxes/packages. We can turn these coupons in for cash. This is an ongoing opportunity all year long. Please have grandparents, neighbors, cousins, etc… save for our school. 

Allen’s Education Advantage: Send your receipts to the school if you shop at Allen’s. Our school does receive a rebate for the total sales. This begins Sept. and ends in March.

High School Activities:
All elementary students attending a junior high or high school activity must be under the supervision of a parent or an adult.   Thanks for your cooperation. GO CARDS!! This is to ensure safety and behavior. Thanks for your cooperation.

A reminder that high school activity passes may be purchased at the high school office.
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